Suspended mouse peritoneal macrophages. Preparation and properties.
Since macrophages (MPH) are able to adhere firmly to solid surfaces, the recovery of viable and functional MPH has proven to be extremely difficult. We have developed a simple method using agarose coating for preparing MPH and culturing the cells in suspension. Their properties were tested over 72 h. The oxidative burst declined with time, but could be restored using the lymphokine rich supernatant of pokeweed-stimulated mouse spleen cells. In contrast, phagocytosis and Candida intra-cellular killing remained unchanged.